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meant for war zones to proliferate in our cities, our 
neighborhoods, and our schools will be closed.  The 
“bullet button” and any other gun industry 
manufacturing tricks that undermine the assault 
weapons ban will be rendered irrelevant. 
 
The AWCA contained a grandfather clause that 
allowed ownership of assault weapons by owners 
who lawfully purchased them before the statute’s 
enactment as long as the weapons were registered 
with the Department of Justice (DOJ).  The 
grandfather clause included significant restrictions 
on the use of firearms that are registered pursuant to 
its provisions.  AB 1663 takes a similar approach 
and allows owners of existing weapons with bullet 
buttons and similar features to register (within 18 
months) the weapons with the DOJ.   
 
The policy changes in AB 1663 are consistent with 
the expressed intent of the original AWCA: “The 
Legislature hereby finds and declares that the 
proliferation and use of assault weapons poses a 
threat to the health, safety, and security of all 
citizens of this state.  The Legislature has restricted 
the assault weapons specified in [the statute] based 
upon finding that each firearm has such a high rate 
of fire and capacity for firepower that its function as 
a legitimate sports or recreational firearm is 
substantially outweighed by the danger that it can 
be used to kill and injure human beings.  It is the 
intent of the Legislature in enacting this chapter to 
place restrictions on the use of assault weapons and 
to establish a registration and permit procedure for 
their lawful sale and possession.” 
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